
In Exodus 1:14 the Torah describes the Egyptians enslavement of the 
Israelites thus:
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What does the Torah mean that the Israelites were made to serve 
“with rigor?” According to the common understanding, this term 
refers to enforced work without limit, work without purpose or end – 
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In other words, ensuring the safety and dignity of workers is not 
merely one commandment among many – it is coded into the very 
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Thus, the question the Torah places before us is quite clear: what is 
the nature of the society we seek to create? Will it be an Egypt or a 
Promised Land?
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ployers in collective bargaining – or will we allow workers to be 
intimidated into collective silence and compliance?
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